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Dear Brothers, 

 

I trust that you are enjoying your summer!  And I look forward to busy, 

fruitful times in the months ahead.  As you are probably aware, our 

parish’s participation in the Diocesan Capital Campaign gets underway in 

earnest in September.  I am deeply appreciative of the numerous Brother 

Knights who have offered their services in helping to make the Campaign 

goals become a reality.  I especially note with gratitude that Brother Steve 

Marsh, and his wife Rosemary, are the Campaign Cabinet Committee’s 

Co-Chairs; while Brothers Ken Fleming and Vic Lefebvre also sit on that 

Cabinet Committee.  Several other Knights have agreed to take the Orientation and Training for 

Volunteers, who will be more active during the solicitation phase of the Campaign in the Autumn.  May 

God bless all our efforts in our beloved parish to continue to grow as a vibrant, welcoming, outreaching 

community! 

 

On August 15th we honour our Blessed Mother’s Assumption, body and soul, into the glory of heaven.  

This is the crown of Mary’s beautiful life of total dedication to the will of God the Father.  It was only 

fitting that she, who had borne the Eternal Son of God in her own flesh, should be preserved from the 

corruption of the tomb.  By her Assumption, she anticipates the final stage of our own journeys, when the 

faithful shall be brought to fullness of resurrection in eternal glory.  That is the goal of all our prayer, 

work, and life as Catholic Christian believers.  Mary, Mother of God, pray for us!  That Feast Day also 

has special significance for me, insofar as I was born on August 15th.  As I turn 65 this month, I give 

thanks to God for rich blessings in my life, and especially now in the grace of my wonderful life shared 

with all of you here at Holy Rosary Parish! 

 

This month, my year-long Newsletter series on the Bible comes to an end.  I hope this introduction and 

overview has been helpful.  The Sacred Scriptures lie at the very core of our foundation of faith, and yet 

they are so often under-appreciated.  We should never be afraid to plunge into the Word of God.  It has 

the power to change lives!  Saint Jerome once famously observed that “ignorance of the Scriptures is 

ignorance of Christ”.  Saint Paul, writing to his disciple Timothy, affirmed that “all Scripture is inspired 

by God, and is useful for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness, so that 

everyone who belongs to God may be proficient, equipped for every good work.” (2 Timothy 3:16-17) 

 

A MESSAGE FROM OUR CHAPLAIN, 

REVEREND MARTIN VALLELY 

http://www.kofccouncil15920.ca/
https://twitter.com/AldershotKofC
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A couple of months back, I drew attention to the rich variety of Scriptural writings, and how it is important 

to distinguish one from the other. I said:  

 

“Yes, there are sermons and other exhortation-type writings, especially in the Letters of 

Paul and others.  But there are also histories, reminiscences, genealogies, comedies, 

tragedies, dramas, melodramas, fantasies, myths, parables and allegories and even word-

cartoons.  There is poetry, proverb, advice-giving; there are legal codes, eye-witness reports, 

soaring dreams and recounting of visions, philosophical reflections, and love songs.  There 

are cooking lessons, construction plans, obituaries and laments, greeting cards, prophecies 

of things to come, and apocalyptic forecasts of the end of all things.  And of course there 

are proclamations of the mighty deeds of God, most notably in Gospels.  Even within 

different sections of one book, you can find a variety of styles, maybe even evidence of a 

variety of authors, all under one title.  The Bible is quite literally a work with ‘something 

for everyone’.  Or, as the word ‘Bible’ implies, it is not a book, but a whole library.” 

 

Now, while the above is true, it must be counter-balanced with this:  One of the very most important 

principles of all Biblical interpretation is that the Bible should be seen, even in all its diversity and 

complexity, as a unity.  It all hangs together as one “love letter” from God.  And the central axis around 

which it all revolves, that which makes it a unity, is Jesus Christ.  For that reason, one could very 

reasonably pick the following as the most important verse in Scripture:  “The Word became flesh, and 

dwelt amongst us.” (John 1:14)  That seems quite 

fitting, since Jesus is here referred to as the 

“Word”, the very Scripture itself, literally in the 

flesh, given for us.  That said, the Bible cannot 

(and does not) claim to exhaust the entire mystery 

of Christ Jesus.  Indeed, exactly the opposite.  

One of my favourite passages in the Bible comes 

at the very end of John’s Gospel, when the sacred 

author has been speaking of the testimony he has 

given to the actions of the Lord Jesus.  Then he 

adds:  “But there are many other things that Jesus 

did; if every one of them were written down, I 

suppose that the world itself could not contain all 

the books that would be written.” (John 21:25)  

But what is given to us in the Bible, is given “so 

that [we] may come to believe that Jesus is the 

Christ, the Son of God, and that through 

believing [we] may have life in his name.” (John 

20:31) 

 

May God’s Word in Scripture always be for you, 

Brothers, light and life!  Thank you for taking this 

journey with me, in the saving Word of God! 

 

Father Martin Vallely 

Chaplain 

WEDDING ANNIVERSARY 

CELEBRATIONS 
 

Congratulations to: 

 

Bro. Aurel and Alina Chiasson 

August 6 – 59 years 

 

Bro. Sheldon and Sheila McCormack 

August 10 – 28 years 

 

Bro. Don and Nancy Prescott 

August 15 – 49 years 

 

Michal and Melissa Janecek 

August 24 – 1 year 

 

Bro. Loy and Yolanda De Mello 

August 29 – 38 years 
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GRAND KNIGHT’S MESSAGE: 

 

Our Knights had a busy month of July hosting a Hospitality Weekend for Holy Rosary Parish, the 

Annual Special Olympics Baseball Tournament at Brant Hills Park, sponsoring the Marion Prayer 

Program “Our Lady, Help of Persecuted Christians”, and attended the District Deputy Meeting, 

chaired by District Deputy 62, Brother Vic Lefebvre. 

 

On July 2nd, eight members participated in our Second Bottle Drive of the year.  $294.10 was raised 

for the Special Olympics.  At the following meeting, we were honoured with the presence of Reverend 

Mister Brother Paul Edmondstone, recently Ordained Deacon.  We also welcomed Brother Michael 

Attardo who transferred to our Council. 

 

On Saturday, July 6th and Sunday, July 7th, we hosted the Parish Hospitality Weekend at Holy Rosary.  

The event was well attended with a large group of Parishioners and their Families.  Special thanks 

goes out to my wife Theresa and Brothers Sam Cervoni and Jim Hession who assisted me.  A good 

time was had by all. 

 

On July 13th, the Knights of Columbus of Burlington hosted the Special Olympics Baseball 

Tournament at Burlington's Brant Hills Park.  Twelve Special Olympic Teams participated from 

various parts of Ontario.  Approximately two hundred Special Olympic Athletics and Volunteers, were 

served Hot Dogs and Hamburgers for lunch.  Our Lady of the Most Holy Rosary Council 15920 was 

represented by five members.  The Special Olympics reimbursed us for the food supplies we 

purchased.  Msgr. James Corbett Warren Memorial Council 5073 was represented by six members 

and supplied two BBQ'S.  St. Gabriel Council 10061 was represented by seven members and also 

supplied two BBQ'S.  Special thanks goes out to Brother Aeneas Mac Isaac, who transported all the 

food and equipment.  The event was well attended and most enjoyable. 

 

From the weekday Mass on Friday, July 12 to Sunday, July 14, the Marion Icon of “Our Lady Help 

of Persecuted Christians” was on display at the front of the Church during Mass.  Special Thanks to 

Father Martin, our Chaplain, for the special announcement and prayers which he offered for our 

brothers and sisters who suffer persecution. 

 

On July 31st, Brothers Jim Hession and Willie Joki and I attended the District Deputy Meeting, at the 

request of our District Deputy 62, Brother Vic Lefebvre.  The meeting was hosted by Council 5073 

at their Columbus Hall.  Also present were Grand Knights from Councils 5073 and 10340.  The 

District Deputy passed on new information that he received from the State Board Officers at a recent 

District Deputies Meeting in Toronto. 

 

See you all at the meeting on August 6, 2019. 

 

Vivat Jesus 

 

Joe Milton 

Grand Knight 
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PRAYER NETWORK 
 

In charity, we pray for:  

 

Brother Michael Nelligan 

Brother Don Prescott, PGK 

Brother Henry Rudachyk 

Brother Kees Van Asselt 

Evangeline Nelligan, wife 

of Brother Michael 

Shannon Wilken, daughter of Bro. Michael 

Nelligan 

Richard Cupido, grandson of Brother Guido 

 

In their memory, we pray for: 

 

Bernadette Hession, mother of 

Brother Jim Hession, who passed 

away, Tuesday, May 21, 2019. 

 

Carl McCormack, father of Brother 

Sheldon McCormack, who passed 

away on Saturday, July 13, 2019 

 

Louise Lefebvre, mother of Brother 

Vic Lefebvre who passed away on 

Sunday, July 21, 2019. 

 

Prayer for Healing 

 

Almighty and merciful Father, by the power of your 

command, drive away from me all forms of 

sickness and disease.  Restore strength to my body 

and joy to my spirit, so that in my renewed health, 

I may bless and serve you, now and forever more. 

 

To be included in the Prayer Network, contact Bro. 

Vic Lefebvre at 905-336-3056 or by e-mail at 

kofcholyrosary@outlook.com 

 

  

CALENDAR 

OF 

COUNCIL EVENTS 
 

Aug.  6 –  Special Olympics Bottle Drive 

  4 to 6 pm 

Aug.  6 –  Business Meeting – 7 pm 

 

Aug. 18 –  Special Presentations 

  after 10:00 am Mass 

 

Sept.  3 –  Special Olympics Bottle Drive  

  4 to 6 pm 

Sept.  3 –  Business Meeting – 7 pm 

Sept.  8 –  Thirty-Fourth Annual Rosary Sunday 

  Martyrs’ Shrine, Midland 

 

Oct.  1 – Council Business Meeting – 7 pm 

 

Oct.  7 – The Feast Day of our Patroness 

  Our Lady of the Most Holy Rosary 

 

Oct.  8 – Special Olympics Bottle Drive 

  4 to 6 pm 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY 

 

Mike Perron 

August 3 

 

Mark Freeman 

August 12 

 

Reverend Michael Downey 

August 14 

 

Reverend Martin Vallely 

August 15 

 

Andres France Aguilar 

August 31 

   Family Fraternal Benefits 
   Call your Fraternal Adviser 

   Bro. Mario Rodriguez, F.I.C. 

1-905-820-8117 

        E-Mail:  mario.rodriguez@kofc.org 

mailto:kofcholyrosary@outlook.com


Our Lady of the Most Holy Rosary Council 15920 August 2019 

 

 
~ 5 ~ 

287 Plains Road East, Burlington, Ontario L7T 2C7 

 
 
 

Special Olympics Bottle Drive 
 

The third bottle drive of 2019 was held on Tuesday July 2nd and it was the best turn-out of Special 

Olympics athletes, parents and volunteers we have had yet.  We had four families with their athletes out 

along with two coaches and the Burlington coordinator Darlene Halchuk.  The weather was great and the 

collections were great as well as we had 2 ½ truckloads and collected almost $300 bringing the year to 

date total collected to $1,480.  Thanks again to the Brothers who were there to help including:  Aurel 

Chiasson, Aaron D Cunha, Ken Fleming, David Lord, Howard McNamara, GK Joe Milton and Danny 

Morosin. 

Council News 
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Knights host Hospitality Weekend for our Parish 
 

On Saturday, July 6 and Sunday, July 7, the Knights of Columbus hosted Hospitality Weekend at our Holy 

Rosary Parish.   On Saturday, after the 5:00 p.m. Mass, it was well attended.  On Sunday, after the 10:00 

a.m. Mass, a large group of Parishioners and their Families attended, and everyone enjoyed the coffee and 

tea, lemonade, cheese and crackers, pastries, cookies, fruit and vegetable trays.  During this weekend 

fifteen Brother Knights and their families, either assisted or attended this function.  A special thanks goes 

out to GK Joe Milton and his wife Theresa as well as brothers, Sam Cervoni and Jim Hession, who helped 

Joe and Theresa prepare the hall and put out the food.  A good time was had by all.   
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Our Lady Help of Persecuted Christians icon in our Church 
 
On Saturday, July 13th and Sunday, July 14th, District Deputy Brother Vic Lefebvre hosted the Church Icon 

Painting “Our Lady, Help of Persecuted Christians”, which was on display at the front of the Church, during both 

weekend Masses. 

 

Here is more information about the icon as copied from an article on the web site of “The Handmaids of the Precious 

Blood” a religious order of nuns now located in Knoxville TN that are dedicated to the support of Priests. 

 

This icon dedicated to persecuted Christians was or will be available for viewing in all parishes.  The Knights of 

Columbus have commissioned this image of “Our Lady, Help of Persecuted Christians." Dozens of framed copies 

will be making the rounds of Catholic churches across North America and the world. 

 

The Knights of Columbus have for many years had a Marian Prayer Program sending a specially blessed image or 

icon of Our Lady around the country with the Knights organizing holy hours and prayer services in conjunction 

with the image visiting a local parish.  In this case, it has distinct resonance as Christians are being persecuted on a 

more widespread and deadly level than we have known before.  It is estimated that in the 20th century, more martyrs 

died for Christ than in the first three centuries of the Church’s existence.  Now, sadly, in the third millennium the 

situation seems even worse.  Thus the idea of having an icon written particularly for persecuted Christians hits 

home. 

 

When we look at the figures huddled under Mary’s royal blue mantle, we see representatives from around the world 

and from various Churches and ethnicities.  But, like a news photo, we see faces and clothing that cannot fail to 

bring to mind martyrs we know by name already, even if they haven’t been formally canonized.  Indeed we have 

many living martyrs now, persecuted all their lives.  An elderly man in a white chasuble; might that be Father 

Jacques Hamel?  A young woman; could that be Asia Bibi?  A prisoner in a concentration camp uniform; Saint 

Maximillian Kolbe?  A Missionary of Charity; do we not remember the attack in Yemen?  A man in a bright orange 

jumpsuit; do we not shudder to recognize the now trademark death uniform of so many ISIS victims in that figure?  

Each figure may indeed be based on an individual and bear a likeness.  But each also, and unfortunately, represents 

so many, many more persecuted Christians.  Many known, and a vast many more unknown.  But they will all have 

this in common:  Mary will be there for them and they will look to her for strength when they need it most. And 

after the battle of this life, they will rejoice forever with her Son, Jesus Christ, bearing the palm leaves of victory 

that we see at the top of the icon. 
  

http://www.kofc.org/en/programs/faith/marian-icon-prayer.html#/


Our Lady of the Most Holy Rosary Council 15920 August 2019 

 

 
~ 8 ~ 

287 Plains Road East, Burlington, Ontario L7T 2C7 

Special Olympics Baseball Tournament 
 

On Saturday July 13, Burlington Special Olympics hosted their Annual Baseball Tournament.  There were 

12 teams participating from as far away as Windsor.  The Knights of Columbus was there to cook the 

hamburgers and hot dogs for the 200+ attendees.  The weather cooperated and the event was a great 

success.  It was especially nice to see so many Brother Knights out for this occasion.  There were over 20 

brothers out representing all three councils in Burlington.  Our council brought the food and the other two 

councils supplied the barbecues. 
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Watering the Gardens at Holy Rosary School 
 

Brother Howard McNamara is looking after watering the gardens at Holy Rosary School again this 

summer.  It may be that Howard is in the wrong place at the wrong time (he lives right across the road) 

but he ends up with this task every year.  He is of course a master gardener as he has a large garden of his 

own behind his beautiful home on Gallagher St. so he is a natural for the job.  He does though need 

brothers to step up and help the odd time over the summer so if you can please contact Howard and offer 

him some help, your reward could be some fresh vegetables on top of the good feeling you get when you 

help out. 

 

The watering job has doubled in size this year as they have added a new section at the back of the 

playground called the “Peace Garden”.  The hose that is supplied by our council is just long enough to get 

the water all the way back to this new section but it does take a good effort to get it unravelled and extended 

all the way.  The school board has finally repaired the leaking valve where the water shut off is so the 

amount of water wasted by the leak which had been there for several years has been stopped….thanks 

again to Howard’s persistence and a little push from Brother Vince Iantomasi aimed at the school board.  

 

Thank you once again Brother Howard for doing this’ 
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Update on CATCH18 Project 
 

We have continued to make some wonderful progress with CATCH18. The project on Queensway 

continues to build beautifully and if you drive by you can see the progress being made.  They expect to be 

finished by year end as planned.  

 

Here is  an update on the progress of CATCH18…..you will also find update links which reside on the 

Habitat web site and have been recently updated.  We are approaching $21,000 already and we hope the 

total will soon be $25,000… with a few more donations and with the great work of Hilda Cirotto and 

Jeannie Woodcroft we hope to receive a $4,000 donation from The Retired Teachers of Ontario District 

15.  

 

I would also like to continue to thank Ashley Curcic from Habitat and the team from Habitat for all their 

support.  The great support of Anthony Cordeiro at Notre Dame and Marianne McDonald with Holy 

Rosary Elementary School has truly connected the youth in our community with CATCH18.  The extra 

support from Allan Nason, the Horticulture Teacher at Notre Dame, made a huge difference with the 

learning process between the Secondary and Elementary Schools.  The flower growing project was not 

only a positive fund raising event but it connected both schools, parents of the students, the Catholic 

Woman’s League and the Knights of Columbus in one combined effort.  Truly connecting different 

communities.  St Gabriel’s has begun supporting the CATCH18 efforts with the Bin program and other 

efforts that Stephen Clarke has helped support as Grand Knight at St Gabriel’s.  I may have forgotten 

someone in all the “thank yous” as the support has been exceptional and we are making great progress.  

 

Please see the two links to read what Habitat wrote about CATCH18. 

 

https://habitathm.ca/building-our-community-with-catch-18/ 

https://secure.e2rm.com/registrant/TeamFundraisingPage.aspx?TeamID=794383#&panel1-2 

 

On behalf of the CATCH18 team 

Len Walker 

 

  

https://habitathm.ca/building-our-community-with-catch-18/
https://secure.e2rm.com/registrant/TeamFundraisingPage.aspx?TeamID=794383#&panel1-2
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Knights in Action July 2019 
 
 

Brothers Help Out At Holy Rosary 
Brothers Sam Cervoni, Ken Fleming, David Lord, 

Howard McNamara and Joe Milton help out around 

the school.  Jobs include maintaining the sign, 

repairing various items around the school and 

watering the kid’s garden.  This month Brother 

Howard has been working with the school to ensure 

the children’s vegetable garden and the new 

“Peace” garden at the back are watered. 

 

 

 

Special Olympics 
We have collected almost a $1,500 already this year 

and our next bottle drive will take place on Tuesday 

August 6.  Please spread the word with family and 

friends. 

 

 

Cobs Bakery  
Brother Aeneas Mac Isaac and his wife Barb 

continue to take a leadership role for the Knights by 

ensuring that every Sunday evening all of the 

unused baked goods from Cobs Bread in north 

Burlington is delivered to the Good Shepherd food 

bank.  Brothers Jim Hession, Willie Joki and Vic 

Lefebvre are also there most every Sunday to help 

deliver this significant community contribution. 

 

Several of our Knights have signed up to help 

Aeneas and Vic whenever they are needed.  This is 

an excellent example of how the Knights of our 

council work together in an unselfish way to help 

those in need. 

 

We enjoy a great relationship with Cobs bread and 

this project has grown to include Knights from some 

of the other councils and the Assembly in 

Burlington.  Some of the bread has been used to help 

supply buns to various charitable activities that the 

Knights do. 


